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Book Reviews

John of Jandun's understanding of the structure of man and of the
plurality-of-forms doctrine within the historical context.
Indices of authors and subjects conclude this volume which should
prove most valuable for use in courses on medieval philosophy and on
intellectual history.
Ivan Boh
Ohio State University

Philippe Contamine, War in the Middle Ages, trans. Michael Jones, Basil
Blackwell, 1984.
Michael J o nes has provided the English reading public with a n excellent
translation of Philippe Contamine's La guerre au Moyen Age, which first
appeared in 1980. In addition, the translation has appeared in a relatively
short time since the original publication in French. One has only to
remember that 22 years passed before J. F. Verbruggen's classic study of
medieval warfare, De Krijskunst in West-Europa in de Middeleeuwen (/Xe tot begin
X/Ve eeuw), was issued in an English translation.
Contamine, whose main interest is fourteenth - and fifteenth-century
warfare, here surveys medieval combat from the late fourth century, when
the Germans entered the Roman Empire, through the early sixteenth century
and the beginning of the modern army. For the most part he concentrates
his attention on what today is called "Western Europe"-France, Germany,
Italy, Spain, and England, with occasional comments on developments outside these five areas. The book is divided into three parts. The first is a
chronological treatment of the period. In the second part, Contamine
examines a series of topics: military equipment, the art of war, the impact
of war on society, courage, and medieval thought on warfare. The third part
consists of a 50-page bibliography that contains 34 sections; this alone is
worth the price of the book.
This is not a book about grand strategy, campaign marches, and
battlefield tactics. Instead it is an examination of military developments as
European society changed through the thousand years of the Middle Ages.
As one reads, one is struck time and again by the reality that medieval warfare happened in miniature when compared to more recent times. From
bands of a few thousand Germans to armies of a few dozen knights in plate
armor supported by infantry often numbering in the hundreds and the odd
artillery piece, warfare of the period was on a very small scale. Yet, kings
and city-states devoted considerable attention and money to it. Repeatedly
rulers raised vast sums to put tiny forces into the field. The lack of national
armies made the use of military power almost the exception rather than the
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norm. Ironically as late medieval governments created ways of fielding larger,
more professional forces, the number of actual battles fought decreased. The
solution to this "problem" came in the early modern period when countries
found ways of raising the money necessary to keep these larger armies in
the field longer than medieval states were able to do.
K. G. Madison
Iowa State University

Juliet R. V. Barker, The Tournament in England, 1100-1400. Boydell & Brewer,
1986.
Nothing is more important, and more neglected, in modern chivalric and
military histories than the tournament. Certainly historians, among them
Maurice Keen and Richard Barber, have mentioned the tournament within
the context of their recent works on chivalry, but both fail to discuss
adequately the historical origins, terminology, weaponry and participants
of the tournament itself. Nor do they attempt, within these discussions of
chivalry, to link the tournament with any actual military activity. In order
to fill this gap in modern historical writing, as well as to correct previous
misconceptions left by early twentieth-century tournament histories written
by F. H. Cripps-Day (The History of the Tournament in France and England
[London, 1918]) and R. C. Clepham (The Tournament: Its Period and Phases
[London, 1919]), Juliet R. V. Barker has written a study of English tournaments in the period 1100 to 1400. In doing so she has given us a work which,
despite its chronological and geographical limitations, answers most of the
questions historians (and scholars of courtly literature) might pose concerning the history of medieval tournaments.
Barker divides her book into eight chapters. Five chapters serve as a
history of the tournament in medieval culture, discussing it as a spectacle
and its relationship to war, to politics, to the Church and to society. Three
chapters-numbers one, seven and eight respectively-are left to introduce
the terminology, forms, arms, and armor of the tournament. While the book's
historical chapters serve the reader well, composed as they are from Barker's
keen knowledge of the narrative, literary, and diplomatic sources (many of
which exist only in manuscript form), its introductory chapters are often
repetitive and poorly placed in the book. Why, for example, must we wait
until the seventh chapter before we are told the difference between a
hastilude and a joust, between a tournament a plaisance and a tournament
aoutrance? Had Barker begun her work with this chapter and the one following it on the arms and armor of the tournament participants, much duplication and confusion would have been avoided.

